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Museum Hours 
   Tuesdays & Saturdays 

 2:00—4:00 pm 
Or by appointment 

814-466-3035 
Groups Welcome 
No Admission Fee  

Donations Welcome 
 

Donations Appreciated 

Other winter activities included: a re-
appraisal of old and new acquisitions 
for insurance purposes, an election 
of new Board members, researching 
and planning for new exhibits using 
our permanent museum collection. 
One very exciting ―discovery‖ this 
past winter was the uncovering of a 
collection of dioramas created by the 
WPA as part of the ―museum exten-
sion project‖ in rural areas. These 
dioramas were given to schools as 
teaching tools and mostly portray 
Native American Indians in a variety 
of agricultural-related settings. We 
plan to have a display of the dio-
ramas sometime in 2012.  
     As always, we look forward to see-
ing old and new friends during Me-
morial Weekend and we urge every-
one to view our PA 150 exhibits.  
And, mark your calendar for our  
Annual Theatre Party that will fea-
ture the Boal Barn production of  
―Into The Night‖ on Wednesday, 
August 10th. Tickets are available for 
$15.00 each from any Museum 
Board member or by calling the Mu-
seum and leaving a message:  466-
3035.  A volunteer will return your 
call.   

T he Boalsburg 
Heritage Mu-

seum will open for 
visitors on Tuesday 
April 26th with three 

new exhibits commemorating the 150th 
anniversary of the start of the Civil 
War.  BHM is one of many museums 
and historic sites across the region par-
ticipating in activities designed to edu-
cate the public and to honor those dif-
ficult years when our fragile nation was 
at war within itself. (see page 2 for ex-
hibit descriptions)  
     The BHM committees were very 
busy during the winter season with the 
usual archival activity and also with 
organizing a fundraising event that was 
not only financially successful, but a 
real crowd-pleaser serving to bring 
many new people into the museum. 
We are most grateful to local doll histo-
rian, Sue Spalvins, for the generous 
donation of her time and expertise in 
presenting an ―Antiques Roadshow‖ 
type program in our museum parlor.  It 
was so enjoyed by everyone that we’ve 
been asked to host another one in the 
near future.  

 Boalsburg Her i tage Museum Associa t ion  

Past Times 
A Brand New Season: The Boalsburg Heritage 
Museum Begins With Commemoration Of 
The 150th Anniversary Of The Civil War In 
Pennsylvania 
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PA 150 – the Boalsburg Commemoration: ―The Keller Letters‖  

     In our continuing effort to showcase Boalsburg 
families, we are very excited about this new exhibit 

that not only features the Keller Family, but also ties 

in with our PA 150 theme.  In the fall of 2010, 
Boalsburg resident Cathy Horner, discovered a batch 
of handwritten letters at the Centre County Library 
and Historical Museum that were from—and to— Kel-
ler family relations. The letters, written between 
1839 and 1893, cover a multitude of topics ranging 
from arithmetic homework to Lincoln’s assassina-
tion.  Daniel Keller (brother of Sophie Keller) wrote 
several letters from the battlefield where he was with 
the PA 148th Volunteer Regiment. These fascinating 
narratives offer first-hand accounts of several main 
events during the Civil War.  This collection is not 
to be missed! 

THE SWORD OF DR. C.P.W. FISHER 

     Serving in the same regiment with Daniel Keller 
was Dr. Calvin Peter William Fisher, who was an 
assistant surgeon for the 148th and recognized by 
Governor Beaver for his valuable service to the Un-
ion with a ceremonial sword that the Fisher family 
(residing in North Carolina) has generously loaned 
the BHM for this exhibit.  Along with the sword are 
photos of the Fisher family and a biography.  We are 
proud to exhibit this sword that honors one of 
Boalsburg’s finest. 

 

 

 

―FLAGS OF OUR UNION‖ 

     Boalsburg resident Jim Sorensen has an extensive 
collection of U.S. flags from different time periods.  
He has offered them on loan for our exhibit.  These 
patriotic banners, each unique in design, are symbols 
of the enduring strength of our Union.   

 

Daniel Keller 

Dr. Calvin Peter 
William Fisher 

APRIL 
Tuesday, April 26       MUSEUM OPENS:  PA 150 Exhibits begin 
MAY 
Monday, May 30    MEMORIAL DAY FESTIVITIES AT THE MUSEUM: Annual events, including the 
      Blacksmith Shop, Petting Zoo, Museum, Bank Barn, and grounds tours, Soup and 
      Bread Sale, and more! 
AUGUST  

Wednesday, August 10    MUSEUM THEATRE FUND RAISER PARTY:  A wine and cheese party will kick 
off this popular annual fund raiser for the Museum, followed by the musical ―Into the Night‖ at the Boal 
Barn. The event begins at 6:30 pm with the party at the Museum prior to the play. The musical begins at 8:00 pm. 
Tickets are $15.00 per person, and are available from any Museum Board member, or by calling 814-466-3035. 
Come support a worthy cause, meet new people, and enjoy a great time! 

Special Dates At the Boalsburg Heritage Museum  
Scheduled Through August, 2011 
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Gone, but Not Forgotten: Robert William Burrell   January 25, 1924 – July 27, 2010 

T his past summer Boalsburg lost an old friend whose legacy we would like to share with our BHM mem-
bers. Bob Burrell was one of several local folks who agreed to sit down and talk with us about some of his 
fondest recollections of growing up in Boalsburg. He was a man of few words but spoke from the heart 
about many topics ranging from front porch sitting and pool playing, to box socials and backyard games of 
horseshoes. Bob had an amazing recall for names and dates, and had an observant eye when describing nar-
rative about daily life near the Diamond. (These audio interviews are available to the public by contacting 
Susan Evans at the BHM.)  
     He was truly a native son of Centre County and spent his very early years on his family’s farm that sat 
on land now consumed by the Toftrees complex. His parents then moved to a house on the Diamond 
which had previously been a parsonage for the Lutheran church. Not long after that his family moved to a 
house on Pine Street. Bob attended the first Boalsburg school that stood where the Boalsburg Fire Hall is 
today – until 1937 when the present Boalsburg Elementary School was built on the hill. 
     When Bob was in the 8th grade his class moved up to the new school where two very important events 
in his life took hold: first, is that he met the love of his life, Elizabeth Gilland (Lib) and the second was 
joining the Boalsburg Bison soccer team and playing with his pal, Dick Bailey – ―We were great buddies.‖ 
The soccer team played many other area schools such as Spring Mills, Millheim and State College. 
Lib, who shared the same birthday as Bob, was a quiet presence in his life and a woman he remained de-
voted to until the end of her life.  
     Bob vividly recalled hours spent at Prexies’ pool hall during his teenage years and was particularly 
amused by the idea that the local pastor (Reverend Don Raup) loved to stop in and shoot pool – which 
helped to keep any off-color language to a minimum. Bob also was impressed with the billiard skills of uni-
versity professor ―Doc Hamm‖ who he said was the only one that could master one particular type of pool 
game. He and the other young guys would just stand back and watch as Doc ―made some good shots with a 
steady hand.‖ 
     Bob served in the U.S. Army Air Corps during WW II and upon returning home, had many enjoyable 
years with his Boalsburg pals, playing baseball and making a name for himself when he pitched for the 

Boalsburg county league and helped them to win a championship in the 
early 1950’s. Bob was a competitive sportsman and passionate about win-
ning! According to local resident, Charlie Hess, Bob ―didn’t like to lose!‖ 
And because he wanted his teammates to be winners too Bob encour-
aged others and always tried to keep up team spirit. 
     During his adult life Bob was a mail carrier for the 
postal service for many years and spent his leisure time 
enjoying his home, hunting, and activities with the 
Boalsburg Sportsman’s Club. During the last several 
years, Bob was instrumental in helping to organize his 

high school class reunions and kept all photos and brochures from past reunion events. He 
has donated some of his personal photos and mementos to the archives of the Heritage 
Museum, and for that we are most grateful. 

MANY THANKS!!! 
 Roy Harpster recently purchased a state-of-the-art printer/scanner for the office. It's the Cadil-
lac of printers!  We are grateful to him for his generosity. This new gadget will make our life 
much easier as we continue with cataloging. 



Are You A Member? Have You Renewed Yet? 

304 East Main Street  

East Main Street at Loop Road 

PO Box 346 

Boalsburg, PA 16827 

 Boalsburg Heritage      
Museum Association 

Telephone: 814-466-3035 

Call for special tour times 

Boalsburg's Past is Our Future 
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Due to budgetary restraints the BHM Board voted to mail only one newsletter per year. We 

will, however, send postcards to our members as reminders of upcoming events.  

Boalsburg Heritage Museum Membership 
Mail this form and a check, payable to Boalsburg Heritage Museum Association, to: 

Boalsburg Heritage Museum, P.O. Box 346, Boalsburg, PA 16827 
PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT 

Name (s)  ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: (Home) _______________________ (Cell/Work) __________________________ 

Email: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Annual Memberships (check those that apply): 
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP        $  10/person ($25**)   $  ________   
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP                  $  20  ($50**)              $  ________ 
SUPPORTING MEMBERSHIP       $  50 ($125**)          $  ________    
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP              $ 100  ($300**)            $  ________ 
DONATION  (Other, Building Fund)                                 $  ________ 
TOTAL ENCLOSED                                                             $ ________ 

          I would like to serve as a volunteer! Please contact me. 
                                                              Y11 

Thank you for your continued support in preserving Boalsburg's heritage! Your membership contribution to the 
Boalsburg Heritage Museum helps us maintain exhibitions, publish literature, and offset operating expenses.  
NEW MEMBERSHIP LEVELS WILL TAKE EFFECT JULY 1, 2011(**). By becoming a new member or 
renewing your membership NOW, you will enjoy opportunities to meet others who share your passion for 
preserving our history, and receive special savings and benefits available only to BHM members.  

The BHM is a 501(C)

Please consider including the BHM 
in your estate plans. Consult your 

estate planner accordingly. 


